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Social enterprises 
A social enterprise is an organisation that undertakes some form of trading or business 
activity, aiming to operate sustainably over the longer term. What marks it out from 
commercial enterprise is its overriding purpose – a social objective rather than purely 
commercial profit maximisation for the benefit of its owners. 
 
A social enterprise applies most and sometimes all of its surplus profits by reinvesting 
them in its social-purpose activities or investing them in the wider community. 
 
Social enterprises can take a range of different legal forms, including private companies 
limited by guarantee or shares and community interest companies (CICs). 
 
We offer social enterprises a wide range of expert legal consultancy and advisory 
services, as well as accounting, audit and related services. These are available to new 
start-ups and existing organisations. 
 
For our range of accounting, audit, independent examination and related services contact: 
 
Ed Marsh e mail ed.marsh@burton-sweet.co.uk tel: 0117 9738441  
 
 
For our legal consultancy services contact: 
 
Cecile Gillard e mail cecile.gillard@burton-sweet.co.uk  tel: 0117 9142057 
 
 

Burton Sweet Charities and Voluntary Sector Unit 

 

 
We have a longstanding commitment to serving the charity and wider “not-for-profit” 
sectors.  Our specialist knowledge and practical experience provide you with expertise, 
commitment and value, to help you build a successful future for your organisation.  For 
professional advisers, we offer unique expert assistance in dealing with your clients’ 
needs.  
 
Our charity team includes accountancy and legal skills.  Team members offer an 
outstanding range of knowledge and practical experience, combined with a real passion 
for making sure charities can deliver effectively and show the good they do.   
 
Burton Sweet, Thornton House, Richmond Hill, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 1AT tel: 0117 9142057  
 
charities@burton-sweet.co.uk   www.burton-sweet.co.uk 
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